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URSINUS C O L L E G E 
C U R T A I N C L U B 
PRESENTS 
THE VISIT 
By F R I E D R I C H D U E R R E N M A T T 
Adapted by M A U R I C E V A L E N C Y 
D E C E M B E R 1-2, 1967 
S E T T I N G 
Time — The present 
Place — The little town of Gullen, somewhere in Europe 
S Y N O P S I S O F S C E N E S 
A C T I — S C E N E 1 : Gullen Railroad Station 
S C E N E 2: The Golden Apostle 
S C E N E 3 : A Forest 
S C E N E 4: The Golden Apostle 
— INTERMISSION — 
A C T I I — S C E N E I : Shop of Anton Schill 
S C E N E 2: Balcony of Golden Apostle 
S C E N E 3: Gullen Police Station 
S C E N E 4: Balcony of Golden Apostle 
S C E N E 5: Burgomaster's Office 
S C E N E 6: Balcony of Golden Apostle 
S C E N E 7: Pastor's Office 
S C E N E 8: Balcony of Golden Apostle 
S C E N E 9: Gullen Railroad Station 
— INTERMISSION — 
A C T I I I — S C E N E 1 : The Great B a m 
S C E N E 2: New Shop of Anton Schill 
S C E N E 3 : A Forest 
S C E N E 4: The Golden Apostle 
S C E N E 5: New Gullen Railroad Station 
A C K N O W L E D G E M E N T S 
The Curtain Club of Ursinus College is especially grateful for 
the interest shown and the service rendered by the following: 
P R O F E S S O R E V E R I T T B A I L E Y and the custodial staff of the Thomp-
son-Gay Gymnasium, for their cooperation throughout the 
rehearsal period attending tonight's production. 
M R . M E Y E R S 
D E A N R O T H E N B E R G E H 
This play is being produced by special arrangement with Samuel French, Inc. 
C H A R A C T E R S I N T H E P L A Y 
S T A T I O N M A S T E R Dave Gerson 
F I R S T M A N - Jeft Crandall 
S E C O N D M A N - - Chuck Hopkinson 
F I R S T W O M A N Sue Flitcraft 
S E C O N D W O M A N LaVerne Wilhelm 
P A I N T E R Mason Williams 
B U R G O M A S T E R Gilbert Page 
T E A C H E R Joe Rodgers 
P A S T O R - - - - - - - - - - Ed Kepner 
A N T O N S C H I L L - Jim Blore 
C L A I R E Z A C H A N A S S I A N Chip Lambert 
B O B B Y Robert Dalberth 
P E D R O Stu Sweet 
M I K E - - Vince Gravina 
M A X Art Severance 
CONDUCTOR - Chuck Broadbent 
P O L I C E M A N - Paul Kingsberry 
F R A U B U R G O M A S T E R - - - - - - - Karen Crist 
G R A N D C H I L D R E N Sue Grun, Cynthia Peters 
F R A U S C H I L L Patricia Plakosh 
S O N - Ken Distler 
D A U G H T E R Jeanne Eyer 
D O C T O R - Scott Esslinger 
F I R S T B L I N D M A N - - - - - - - - Thos. Wagner 
S E C O N D B L I N D M A N E d Reeves 
T H I R D W O M A N - Karen Baker 
F O U R T H W O M A N - - - - - - - jane Tomlinson 
A T H L E T E Eric Ruoss 
T R U C K D R I V E R - Ed Reeves 
R E P O R T E R - - Carolee Tolotti 
C A M E R A M A N - - Nick Tighe 
P H O T O G R A P H E R Thos. Wagner 
T O W N S P E O P L E - - Sue Kegerise, L y n n Wollentin, Ed Reeves, 
Chuck Broadbent, and LaVeme Wilhelm 
F O R E S T - - - Dave Gerson, Cynthia Peters, Sue Grun, 
Sue Flitcraft, Chuck Hopkinson, Karen Baker, 
Sue Kegerise, and Chuck Broadbent 
F O O T N O T E T O " T H E V I S I T 
Bleak, bitter, blisteringly macabre, Friedrich Duerrenmatt's vision 
of the human condition—especially as limned in his three major 
plays, The Visit, The Physicists, and The Deadly Game—is a l l of 
these. In delineating the shallow hypocrisy and the crass material-
ism of contemporary existence, he spares no one—neither teacher 
nor doctor, neither priest nor politician. In a post-script to The Visit, 
Duerrenmatt states that his intention is to describe "People, not mar-
ionettes, an action, not an allegory." The people in his mythic Gullen 
actually contrive the death of one of their townsmen in order to ele-
vate themselves from economic depression. Are we expected to 
draw similarities between ourselves and the townspeople of Gullen? 
A s Americans, we almost necessarily believe that the money-
making motive upon which this nation w a s founded and made strong 
is secondary to the higher values which motivate our lives today— 
values such as freedom, racial equality, fair business practice, and, 
of course, respect for human life. Such isolated cases as the recent 
murder of a young girl in New York, witnessed by thirty-five people 
who took no action to aid the victim, are, after al l , the exception 
rather than the rule. 
One of the points illuminated by the townspeople of Gullen is 
that we choose not to recognize the forces that really motivate our 
actions. Duerrenmatt has specified that the GuUeners are decent, 
respectable people "like the rest of us" and that they "must not be 
portrayed as wicked." They are totally blind to the inexorable hold 
which the desire for security—and the fear of insecurity—have upon 
their lives. Consequently, they pass from highminded horror at 
Claire Zachanassian's monstrous proposal of personal vengeance 
guised as a community welfare act to complete acceptance of i t — 
without ever noticing the transition, without ever being troubled by the 
horrendous contradiction which their acceptance implies or the in-
trinsic savagery which it reveals. With devastating irony, the play-
wright constructs a dramatic ritual in which the human sacrifice 
fattens the body of the community while damning its soul. 
Only the Teacher, the prototype of the important liberal con-
science, is aware of what is happening in his village. His speech 
at the acceptance ceremony ( A c t 111, Scene 4 ) is a paragon of in-
tellectual chicanery: the total betrayal of integrity masquerading as 
integrity itself. I h e Teacher is able to see, in himself and in others, 
not only the tendency but, as he says, the need to destroy ( " I ' v e 
known it a l l along . . . The need is too strong, the temptation too 
great.") . It is the Teacher, however, who, in the end, allows the 
townspeople to rationalize the temptation as a thirst for justice, thus 
ensuring the town's damnation. — M . H . E . 
C O M M I T T E E C H A I R M E N 
D I R E C T O R Don Green 
CO-PRODUCERS - - - Scott Esslinger and Jane Tomlinson 
F A C U L T Y A D V I S O R - - - - - - - M. H. Ehrlich 
* * * * * 
C O S T U M E S - - - - - - - - - Betty Louv 
L I G H T I N G - - - - Ken Shaefer 
M A K E - U P - - - - Joan Slifer 
P R O G R A M - - . - Carolee Tolotti 
P R O M P T R E S S E S - - - E l ly Francis and Donna Rosenberg 
P U B L I C I T Y - - - - - - - - - Susan Royack 
R E F R E S H M E N T S - - - - - - - - - Jane Kohls 
S O U N D - - - - - - - - - Ken Marshall 
S T A G E M A N A G E R Mary K a y e Meyers 
A S S I S T A N T S T A G E M A N A G E R Bob Dalberth 
T I C K E T S - - - - - - - - - Diann Leiby 
U S H E R I N G - - - - - - - - Alpha Phi Omega 
S P O N S O R S 
Mr. Saha Amarasingham Mr. and Mrs. Thomas A . Lucas 
Miss Jane Barth Dr. and Mrs. Wil l iam T . Parsons 
Mrs. John Bicking Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Rafetto 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard BreMiller Mr. Philip J. Rappoccio 
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Byerly Dr. and Mrs. Al lan L. Rice 
Mr. Wesley C. Clymer Mr. and Mrs. Richard P. Richter 
Dr. F. L. Dennis Miss Ruth H. Rothenberger 
M. H. Ehrlich Miss Blanche B. Schultz 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Estes Dr. and Mrs. H . K. Shearer 
Dr. and Mrs. Richard M. Fletcher Dr. and Mrs. Evan Snyder 
Dr. George W. Hartzell Dr. and Mrs. George Storey 
Dr. and Mrs. Heilemann Mr. and Mrs. Harry C. Symons 
Dr. and Mrs. Donald L. Helfferich Mr. Joseph E . Vannucchi 
Dr. and Mrs. Ronald E. Hess Dr. John C . Vorrath 
Dr. and Mrs. Gerald H. Hinkle Mr. and Mrs. G a r y Waldo 
Mr. H . Lloyd Jones, Jr. Dr. and Mrs. Calvin D. Yost, Jr. 
Dr. and Mrs. E . Vernon Lewis Alpha Psi Omega 
A L P H A P S I O M E G A 
The Delta Tau Cast of Alpha Psi Omega, the national dramatic 
fraternity, wishes to extend congratulations to its new pledges: San-
dra Rothrock and Karen Baker. 
COMPLIMENTS O F 
T H E D R U G 
Charlie and Bobbie Lutz 
Notions Knitting Yarn 
C O L L E G E 
Y a m & Notion Shop 
478 M A I N STREET 
Phone 489-2761 
lona C. Schatz 
COMPLIMENTS O F 
MIKE'S BARBER SHOP 
476 M A I N S T R E E T 
C O L L E G E V I L L E , P A . 
C O L L E G E V I L L E 
L A U N D R Y 
Next to the Hockey Field 
Shirts a Specialty 
S U P E R I O R T U B E C O M P A N Y 
The Big Name in Small Tubing 
C O L L E G E V I L L E , PA. 
COMPLIMENTS O F 
K A P P A D E L T A K A P P A 
COMPLIMENTS O F 
A L P H A P H I E P S I L O N 
Special Thanha to : 
Bachnan Funeral Iloae, Doyleetowiij 
Penasylvaniaf for the c o f f i n 
The Uahera: Pam Green, Sue Hanta, 
Suoan Royack, ?fancy 
'Shump, Sue Robineon 
Sue Kogarise for her muaical 
Additional Sponsor: Dr . Pv,S» Howard 
Character chancesx 
Station master: ^ ^^^^^ 
Camera mani 
Max; Ted Holncren 
Thanks also tot 
Daroll Enr;lo and jtLch Sonde 
-Sound 
Jane Kuchar and Frances T y l e r 
•L3.nhtinc 
Concratulationo to new Alpha Ps i One.-a 
i'ledcos Karen Baicer and Sandy 
Rothrock 
C O L L E G E V I L L E , PA. 
WAYSIDE FURNITURE STORE 
ROUTE 422. WEST O F TRAPPE 
(Next to Hi-Way Drive-In Theater) 
TED J. LOSCH, Mgr. 
See this area's largest selection of Fine Furniture. 
Carpet. Bedding. Accessories 
COMPLETE FREE DECORATING SERVICE 
Open Daily, 9 to 9 Including Saturday Evening 
Plenty of Free Parking - Liberal Credit Terms - 489-9305 
Schrader's Atlantic 
Station 
460 M A I N S T R E E T 
C O L L E G E V I L L E , P A . 
OfScial Inspection Station 
COMPLIMENTS OF 
COMPLIMENTS O F 
ALPHA SIGMA NU 
BEST WISHES TO THE 
PHI ALPHA PSI 
U. C . CURTAIN CLUB 
'67 - '88 
